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MARCH 9–15, 2018
JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE EARTH 

CURATED BY JÉRÔME SANS

Emerige and the Fonds de Dotation Emerige (Emerige endowment fund) present the exhibition Journey to the Center 
of the Earth from March 9 to 15, 2018: a journey through universes created by eight artists (Romain Bernini, Jennyfer 
Grassi, Joana Hadjithomas & Khalil Joreige, Bruno Perramant, Lucie Picandet, and Pierre Seinturier) within the 
vacated warehouses hidden behind the gate to 7, rue de Tolbiac. For the past year, these spaces have become the 
home of a diverse and experimental artistic activity, presented in-situ during this exhibition: a poetic and esthetic 
non-linear journey, a testament to the artists’ creativity. 

Committed patron of young French artists for the past several years, Emerige is keenly aware of the problematic lack 
of studio space available to artists living in Paris. To remedy the situation, Emerige decided to grant eight artists, whose 
work is representative of the dynamism and vitality of the emerging French scene, access to vacant spaces located near 
the Bibliothèque François Mitterand, to use as their collective studio. Through this move, Emerige is providing them key 
support.  

Slated for demolition in a few weeks, this ephemeral setting for artistic creation will eventually become a residential 
building developed by Emerige, scheduled to be completed in 2021. 

WANDERING THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS

The artists were able to take over the space and make it their own, 
reconnecting with the historic tradition of collective artist studios, 
in which different styles develop and flourish together. They share 
a common approach to their work, through which they attempt 
to capture depth. On the ground floor, Eva Jospin’s landscapes 
of forests, like gigantic bas-reliefs, appear as the setting 
for fantastic tales; Jennyfer Grassi’s photoluminescent flowers, 
plunged in darkness, appear like chimera alongside Romain 
Bernini’s paintings of imaginary jungles and mythological scenes. 

On the floor above, in the loft space beneath the roof, Joana 
Hadjithomas and Khalil Joreige present the vestiges and the in-
visible transformations of underground worlds. In the neighbou-
ring room, Lucie Picandet’s watercolors retrace an introspective 
journey to the heart of organisms. Nestled at the end of a hallway, 

the work of Pierre Seinturier depicts a graphic universe of images, an intriguing high-suspense thriller of American 
crime dramas and B series. 

Finally, the building’s basement has been transformed into a vast garden, an indeterminate underwater layer lined with 
alleys, and populated with strange beings, created by Bruno Perramant. By depicting utopias and creating the conditions 
for strange rituals and experiences, these diverse proposals place the viewer in an alternative time-space continuum, 
that of the creative process. 

Forming an island on the periphery of central Paris, the spaces of 7, rue de Tolbiac became the center of a new universe 
for these artists. They also hint at the direction and priorities Emerige will adopt in creating and developing a new artistic 
and cultural center on the Ile Seguin, to be completed in 2021: an ambitious, surprising program, off the beaten path, 
through which Emerige will establish itself as a new actor in the promotion of contemporary French art on the world 
stage. A story that is only just beginning…
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NEXT STEPS AT 7, RUE DE TOLBIAC

In April 2018, the warehouses that became the temporary homes 
of the eight artists included in Journey to the Center of the Earth 
will be demolished to make way for a new building that will embody 
Emerige’s considerable expertise. It will feature eighty apartments 
and three commercial spaces on the ground floor. 

“Three large wooden volumes will rest on a corrugated pane of 
glass along the rue de Tolbiac and the rue du Chevaleret, delicately 
meeting around the historic stone staircase of the pont de Tolbiac,” 
explains Vincent Parreira, architect.

Upon completion in 2021, Emerige’s new building will include a pu-
blic work of art, specifically designed for the site, for the pleasure of 
its occupants and visitors. The inclusion of this installation is part 
of Emerige’s commitment to promoting public art, formalized in its 
charter “1 Building, 1 Work of Art.” 

EMERIGE, 
dream, create, build

Founded by Laurent Dumas, Emerige is now a major actor in 
Paris real-estate development, having participated for close 
to thirty years in developing the Greater Paris region by 
conceiving ambitious, sustainable programs, deftly combining 
functionality, creativity, and innovation.

Key projects for the Greater Paris

In 2016, Emerige’s conversion of 43,000 square meters of 
office space on the Boulevard Morland, in Paris’s fourth ar-
rondissement, was selected the winner of the design com-
petition “Réinventer Paris,” launched by the City of Paris to 
select innovative urban projects: they conceived of a building 
combining eleven different functions, designed by David Chip-
perfield with the participation of Olafur Eliasson. Emerige and 
its partner AOG are also developing an important artistic and 
cultural center spanning 37,500 square meters on the Ile Se-
guin, in Boulogne-Billancourt. This project, led by RCR Arqui-
tectes (2017 winners of the Pritzker Prize) and Baumschlager 
Eberle, will become Seine Musicale, one of the most impor-
tant cultural centers in Europe. In 2017, the Babcock project 
by Emerige and the Compagnie de Phalsbourg was included 
among the finalists of the call for proposals “Inventing the 

Metropolis of Greater Paris.” Located in La Courneuve, a former industrial site, now abandoned, its original pro-
gram will be dedicated to artistic creation, cultural practices, and the transmission of knowledge. 

The Emerige endowment fund for the dissemination of art and culture

Committed patron of contemporary art, Emerige has supported a wide range of artistic productions over the years: 
the Nuit Blanche in Paris, Loris Gréaud’s Unplayed Notes Factory and Claudine Drai’s Le lien des mondes during 
the Venice Bienniale, Singing Stones in partnership with EXPO CHICAGO, Voyages d’hiver and Olafur Eliasson at 
the Château de Versailles, Choices – Paris Gallery Weekend, and more. Through the Emerige endowment fund, it 
seeks ways to give the emerging generation of French artists the opportunity to show their work and connect with 
top-tier galleries. Originator of the charter “1 Building, 1 Work of Art,” Emerige also contributes to the flourishing 
of public art in the city by installing one permanent work in each building it restores or builds. Since 2016, close to 
fifty works of art have been acquired or commissioned for this purpose. 


